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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SEAL 

As chairman of the committee to select a design for an emblem 
for the Association to be used as a seal on official documents, I had 
the honor to submit the following to the Executive Council : 

"The seal of the Association shall consist of a shield bearing a 
chief azure, with one white star, above the lion of Leon, gules on a 
field argent, and the castle of Castile on a field gules. Over the 
shield shall be a scroll with the motto, 'Todos a una' ; under the 
shield the date, 1917." 

The Executive Council did not altogether approve of this design. 
Hence it is necessary to appeal to the Association here in session to 
approve what has been done. 

Now, to explain the various parts of the design. The lion and 
the castle are self-explanatory and meet no objection from anybody. 
The star on the blue field is intended to typify America ; not the 
United States, but America in its broadest sense. We need some- 
thing to represent America, North, Central and South America, and 
the islands thereof. If we, as teachers of Spanish, have one unas- 
sailable argument in favor of the teaching of Spanish, it is that 
Spanish is the language of our neighbors on this continent, and 
therefore English and Spanish are the languages of the future. 

Does the star then typify America and the future? That the 
star symbolizes the future ever since the star of Bethlehem first rose 
above the horizon there can be little question. That a star may be 
used to typify America, consider that stars appear in the flags or 
coats-of-arms of the following eleven countries of America: the 
United States of North America, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Honduras, 
Panama, Salvador, Venezuela, Ecuador, Paraguay, Bolivia. Fur- 
thermore, the stars in the American flag are used to signify union. 

Union likewise is expressed by the motto, "Todos a una." The 
motto has also a certain historic value for our Association because 
it was used in the first circular sent out in May, 1917. 

The use to which the seal will be put oUght also to be considered. 
Cut on a metal die, it will be used on dociiments. For that reason 
a relatively simple design is best. 

Alfred Coester, Chairman. 
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